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Ethnic Identities of “Japanese-born” Korean Players in the
Japanese Professional Soccer League

Naoki Chiba

Abstract

This study seeks to understand the nature and complexity of the ethnic identities of “Japanese-born” Korean
players who belonged to teams in the Japanese Professional Soccer League. The study involves individual one-hour
semi-structured interviews with two Korean players in Japan.

The results indicate that two players go to North Korean schools in Japan and maintain strong pride in their eth-
nicity. In particular, it is clear that a graduate in Korea University express their ethnic prides strongly. They aimed at
belonging to the North Korea team. However, the other player refused to belong to the national team before, because
he intended to accept an offer to become representative in the South Korea team. There are Korean soccer players in
Japan that wish to become national representatives in three countries (North/South Korea and Japan). Thus, it is
clear that the ethnic identities of Japanese-born Korean players are diverse.
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