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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to describe the dynamic state of snow sport participation from the viewpoint of
socio-economics as well as to consider factors that might promote or control snow sport participation in Sapporo, a
northern Japanese city of 1.9 million people that has an annual snowfall of over five meters.

In order to accomplish to these goals, this study analyzes the ‘Survey on Time Use and Leisure Activities, as well as
the ‘Questionnaire regarding Sapporo Citizen's Sport Participation and Environment.’

The findings in this study can be summarized as follows.

1) The snow sport population in the Sapporo metropolis has decreased from 30.2% in 1986 to 12.3% in 2006, at
an accelerated pace. We analyzed this decline by sex and age group with cross tabulation and found that snow
sports might be enjoyed more by male and the younger groups than female and the elder one.

2) The average days of snow sport participation has increased from 10.3 days in 1996 to 14.9 days in 2006.
Therefore, considering the circumstances mentioned above, Sapporo’s snow sport players have become more
specific group, i.e., the polarization on snow sport participation has been progressed in this region.

3) According to a result of binary logistic regression analysis on snow sport participation from the viewpoint of
socio-economic characteristics, it becomes evident that Sapporo’s snow sport participation is ordered by
generation, occupation, annual income, and sport experience in one’s college days. Being in over age 50 is an
inhibiting factor, and being a professional or engineer, earning more than 3 million yen as annual income, or
having sport experience in ore’s college days, are promoting factors.

We conclude this study with a discussion on the relationship between these findings and social stratification
theory, which indicates that snow sport can be considered as a privileged culture in Sapporo.
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